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PORT COOGEE, DEVELOPMENT 

611. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Port Coogee is an important project for the people of my electorate.  Is there any reason for my constituents to be 
concerned at the coalition’s position on this development? 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  It was a Labor Party plan from the start, even back in 1990.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
The issue is even more complex than I thought.  May I start by thanking the member for Cockburn for his strong 
support for this project?  He knows that the people in his community show enormous support for this project.  
People in that south west corridor want a quality development, as will be delivered by the Port Coogee project.   

It is interesting, is it not?  We see an incredible flexibility - I guess we could call it that - exhibited by the Leader 
of the Opposition.  It is a flexibility that enables him to say one thing to his electorate and community activists, 
and a very different thing to developers and industry.  Here is yet another example of this extraordinary 
flexibility of the acrobat with the truth.  Within days of the coalition Opposition in the Legislative Council 
signing off and supporting the Government on the Port Coogee project, the Leader of the Opposition appeared at 
a public meeting in his electorate of Cottesloe.  Attending that public meeting was Andrew Sullivan of the 
Coogee Coastal Action Coalition.  The Leader of the Opposition spoke at the meeting.  He said that Port Coogee 
was an example of bad planning and that it was appalling that we would consider allowing residential 
development over the seabed.  Word of this filtered back to the developer.  The developer has written to me 
saying that he just cannot believe that this is true.  If I may, I will quote a letter from Chris Lewis, General 
Manager of Australand Holdings Ltd, who writes - 

My surprise reflects the undertakings given to me by Mr Barnett on each of the two occasions we met, 
the most recent being 2nd September 2004, when I personally briefed him in detail on the project.  On 
both occasions he said Port Coogee had his unequivocal support and on one occasion subsequently he 
sent me a letter (copy attached) confirming this unreserved support.  I am also aware that the opposition 
unanimously supported the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment in the Legislative Council and 
that this support followed a detailed briefing to members in which the plan for the project was discussed 
in detail.  In subsequent conversations with different members of the opposition there has been no hint 
of any changed position. 

What we have here, I believe, is a crisis in politics in Western Australia.  We have a Leader of the Opposition 
who is making a claim to take government in this State, and he could never be trusted.  There is absolute 
evidence that he will say whatever he thinks needs to be said, regardless of the truth.  What extraordinary 
hypocrisy! 
 


